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SUB J : ECUADOREAN ACCESS TO THE AMAZON 
REF: (A) QUITO 0151; (B) QUITO 0188 

1 . DURING OUR MEETING JANUARY 10 THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
TOLD ME HE WAS COMPOSING A LENGTHY LETTER TO FOREIGN 
MINISTER AYALA ON THIS SUBJECT. DE LA PUENTE SAID 

THE OBJECTIVE WAS TO PERSUADE HIS COLLEAGUE IN QUITO 
THAT THE SCHEME TO EXCHANGE DIPLOMATIC NOTES AS A 
BASIS FOR DETAILED DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE BORDER PROBLEM 
IS IMPRACTICABLE IN THE CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES. HE 
OBSERVED ONCE AGAIN THAT THIS GOE HAS A PROSPECTIVELY 
SHORT LIFE AND THAT THERE WOULD BE A RISK OF PERMANENT 
DAMAGE TO THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES IF 
THE EXCHANGES BETWEEN THEM ON THIS SENSITIVE MATTER 
WERE TO BECOME THE OBJECT OF DEMAGOGIC TREATMENT IN 
THE ECUADOREAN POLITICAL CAMPAIGN. THE MINISTER DID 
REMARK, AS HE HAS BEFORE, ON HOW MUCH HE ADMIRES AND 
RESPECTS AYALA. 
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2. ON THE CHIT ,E- ARGENTINA DISPUTE DE LA PUENTE WAS OF 

THE OPINION THAT THE ARGENTINES WOULD MAKE A GREAT SHOW 
BUT THAT NO REAL FIGHTING WOULD OCCUR. HE ALSO THOUGHT 
A FIRM CHILEAN STAND WOULD FURTHER STRENGTHEN PINOCHET'S 
HAND, GIVEN WHAT HE RATHER ENVIOUSLY DESCRIBED AS THE 
HISTORICALLY INTENSE NATIONALISM OF THE CHILEAN PEOPLE. 
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3. COMMENT: DE LA PUENTE'S EXCUSES ARE SELF-SERVING 

BUT NOT ENTIRELY UNREASONABLE. THE PERUVIANS GENERALLY 
POINT TO VELASCO IBARRA S PAST ORATORICAL EXCESSES AS 
A FUNDAMENTAL CAUSE FOR THE PROBLEM WITH ECUADOR. THE 
MINISTER WAS PROBABLY ALSO THINKING OF THE POLITICAL 
CAMPAIGN HERE AND THE HAY THOSE POLITICIANS RUNNING 
AGAINST THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT (A GOODLY NUMBER ON 
BOTH THE LEFT AND RIGHT) COULD MAKE WITH THE ISSUE OF 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. (THE GOP HAS ALREADY COME 
UNDER FIRE FOR ANOTHER KIND OF PURPORTED GIVE-AWAY 
IN THE GREENE-MERCADO AND MARCONA SETTLEMENTS.) 

4. DE LA PUENTE'S VIEW THAT THE BEAGLE DISPUTE WILL 

BE NOISY BUT NON-VIOLENT APPEARS TO BE THE CONSENSUS 
JUDGMENT IN THE GOP. WE THINK THE ECUADOREANS CAN 
REST EASY. PERU'S ATTENTION WILL CONTINUE TO FOCUS 
ON CHILE. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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